The Baked Bean Story
by Hugh Campbell

Once upon a time, there lived a man who
had a terrible passion for baked beans. He loved
them, but they always had an embarrassing and
somewhat lively reaction on him. One day he met
a girl and fell in love. When it was apparent that
they would marry, he thought to himself; she’ll
never go through with the marriage with me
carrying on like this, so he made the supreme
sacrifice and gave up beans. Shortly after that
they were married.

A few months later, on the way home
from work, his car broke down and since they
lived in the country, he called his wife and told her
that he would be late because he had to walk. On
his way , he passed a small café and the
wonderful aroma of baked beans overwhelmed
him. Since he still had several miles to walk he
figured he could walk off any ill effects before he
got home. So he went in and ordered, and before
leaving he had three extra large helpings of baked
beans. All the way home he putt-putted. He putt-
putted down one hill and putt-putted up the next.
By the time he reached home he felt reasonably
safe.

His wife met him at the door and seemed
somewhat excited. She exclaimed, “Darling, |
have the most wonderful surprise dinner for you
tonight!”. She put a blindfold on him and led him
to his chair at the head of the table and made him
promise not to speak. At this point he was
beginning to feel another one coming on. Just as
his wife was about to remove the blindfold, the
telephone rang. She again made him promise not
to peek until she returned, and she went to
answer the phone.

While she was gone, he seized the
opportunity. He shifted his weight to one leg and
let go. It was not only loud but ripe as a rotten
egg. He had a hard time breathing, so he felt for
his napkin and fanned the air about him. He had
just started to feel better when another urge came
on. He raised his leg and riiiippp! It sounded like
a diesel engine revving, and smelled worse. To
keep from gagging, he tried fanning his arms a
while, hoping the smell would dissipate. Things
had just about returned to normal when he felt
another urge coming. He shifted his weight to the
other leg and let go. cont.

This was a real blue ribbon
winner; the windows shook, the dishes
on the table rattled and a minute later the
flowers on the table were dead. While
keeping an ear tuned in on the
conversation on the hallway, and
keeping his promise of staying
blindfolded, he carried on like this for the
next ten minutes, farting and then
fanning each time with his napkin.

When he heard the phone
farewells (indicating the end of his
loneliness and freedom he neatly laid his
napkin on his lap and folded his hands on
top of it. Smiling contentedly, he was the
picture of innocence when his wife
walked in.

Apologising for taking so long,
she asked if he had peeked at the dinner
table. After assuring her he had not
peeked she removed the blindfold and
yelled, “Surprise!”.

To his shock and horror, there
were twelve dinner guests seated around
the table for his surprise birthday party!
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Development Committee
forms Development Co-Op

Arranmore Island Development
Committee has formed a Co-Op and is
inviting islanders to become members.
The new Co-Op which will give the
committee a legal structure which will
enable it to obtain funding from
Government and EU sources for
development on Arranmore.

Although there is a Co-Op on the
island since 1978 the Development
Committee was set up in April 2000 to
represent the wider interests of the
island. It is hoped that both Co-Op's will
work to bring additional benefits to
Arranmore.

One of the main priorities of the
new Co-Op will be to increase the number
of jobs on the island and prevent a further
decline in the population. To this end the
Development Committee has been
persuading local and government
authorities to use local labour wherever
possible in any work carried out. It also
has a number of projects planned for the
near future which will involve employment
for local people.
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The Co-Op will consist of special

members: Chairman: Terence McGowan,
Treasurer: Kathleen Gallagher, Secretary: Seamus
Bonner, Committee Members: Sadie Bonner, Anna

Gallagher, Bernadette Mullins & Grace Ward. All
islanders will receive further information in the
post and on the Arranmore webpage.
Membership will cost IRE20 a share until the
31st March, 2001 after which it will cost
IRE30 per share. Following the issuing of
shares a general meeting for members will be
held. It is hoped that all islanders, including
those currently living abroad, will take this
opportunity to play an active part in
developing Arranmore for the benefit of all.

Beaver Island Air Crash

An aircraft chartered from lllinois,
with two pilots and four passengers on
board crashed on Beaver Island, MI, USA at
the beginning of February. The pilots were
killed but all four passengers survived.

A photo of the wreckage -
courtesy of Richard Gillespie, Bl
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White Christmas

eight inches of snow in some parts of Donegal.

Arranmore had a white Christmas with up to
The

snow began to fall on St. Stephens day and stayed
around long enough to bring in the new year. This is
very unusual for Arranmore as any snow which falls is
normally melted within a day or two due to its proximity
to the sea. However, the snow quickly turned to ice on
the roads which resulted in only the most determined
venturing out. Travel to Donegal via car, bus or air was
also impossible due to the closure of the main roads
and Carrickfinn airport.

A Christmas Scene on Arranmore -

Photo courtesy of Patrick “Helga” Boyle

Births

Deaths

Congratulations to:

Condolences to the families of:

Get well soon!

Engagements

« Noel Gaughran and his wife Aileen on the birth of
their son Liam in January.

* Vince & Helen Boyle on the virth of Vindie Phil
Charlie in January.

« Martina Boyle on the birth of baby Neil

« Aoidin O’'Baoill, Leabgarrow

¢ Mary “Charlie Michael” Boyle who died in
December.

« Barney “Lanty” Gallagher who died in Scotland in
December.

« Madge Bowes who is in Letterkenny Hospital.

« John “Paddy” O’Donnell who is in Letterkenny
hospital.

¢ Charlie “Mér” Rodgers who was in Beaumont,
Dublin

« Alan Bonner
« Cathal Sweeny & Annette Gallagher

VEC National Certificate in

Communications
by Kathleen Brady

County  Donegal  Vocational
Education Committee hosted a
presentation and lunch for students who
were successful in courses last year. The
group from Arranmore were invited, having

successfully completed the National
Certificate in  Vocational awards -
Communications Module |, tutored by
Kathleen Brady.

The venue was Castlegrove

House Hotel and after the presentation
ceremony a wonderful lunch was enjoyed
by all. The successful students were
Sheila O’Donnell, Hugh Campbell, Patsy
Gallagher, Nora Boyle and Mary O’Donnell.

Development News

* Work has begun on the decking of
the ferry pier breakwater. A
concrete deck will be placed on top
of the piles followed by a sea wall,
ladders and lighting. Work is also
due to start on widening the
access ramp to the ferry slipway
which is too narrow and results in
congestion during busy periods.
The RNLI are currently extending
the breakwater at the boathouse in
Pollawaddy. This will result in
safer launch and retrieval of the
boarding inflatable during bad
weather.

Construction of the breakwaters at
Leabgarrow, Chapel Strand and
Scoltnalinga is complete, with
some landscaping remaining to be
done. These should provide
protection against erosion
especially during storms.

Pub For Sale

Atlantic Bar is a traditional pub, B&B and
residential accommodation located on
beautiful Arranmore Island, Co. Donegal. The
premises has vast potential for further
expansion in both the bar and bed &
breakfast business. It is situated on the
main road, with breathtaking views of the
sea, adjacent islands and much of South
West Donegal. It overlooks the beach and
local fishing port. Atlantic Bar has a regular
clientele from the islands population of 600
and is popular with tourists and returning
emigrants.

The Bar & Lounge

The premises itself has been extensively
remodelled and has been fire department and
public health authority approved. The bar
has a traditional open fireplace of stone and
mahogany and both the bar and lounge
feature fitted seats, high stools and their own
bar counter. The lounge also comes with a
half size snooker table, a small stage and a
dance floor which is used when hosting
bands.

The building consists of a single storey
building with front entrance from the main
road and second entrance from the
accommodation area.
» Lounge (30' x 20" fitted seating &
dance area with disco equipment
» Bar (25' x 20") with traditional granite
fireplace & fitted seating
* Ladies &Gents Toilets with wall and
floor tiling, WC and wash basins
» Beer Store Room - connected to bar
area
» Cold Room
* Private back yard
» Ample car parking

Residential Accommodation

Two Storey Building with double glazing & oll
fired central heating. All rooms offer
breathtaking ocean views.

First Floor:
 Private entrance hall (15’ 3" x 10’
10”)

« Sitting Room (11’ 5” x 10’ 4") with
traditional brick open fireplace
and fitted corner display unit

« Dining Room (11’ 5" x 10’ 10”)

« Kitchen (11’ x 15’) - fitted kitchen
with wall and floor tiles. Equipped
for bar food service.

» Rear Hall - direct access to bar,

access to second floor
accommodation, exit to rear
yard.

e Store room

Second Floor:

* All rooms have sea view!

* Bedroom 1: (15’ x 13’) including
ensuite with three piece suite,
powershower and fully fitted
bedroom units.

Bedroom 2: (15’ x 11') with three
piece bathroom and electric
shower

Bedroom 3: (11' x 10’) ensuite
with three piece suite, power
shower & fitted closet.

Bedroom 4: (13’ x 9") ensuite with
three piece suite & power shower
Hallway: (30 x 5’) including
hotpress.

The excellent premises together with the
proximity of the beach makes this a
genuine opportunity in this unspoiled part
of Ireland.

RESERVE PRICE
IRE215,000

Further Information contact proprietor
Pamela O'Donnell:

e-mail: pamodonnell@eircom.net
Telephone: IAC-353-75-20918
www.arainnmhor.com/pubforsale



