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Tragic Summer
The island had a sad Summer 

with a number of untimely deaths 
occurring within weeks.  Paddy “Anthon 
Frank” Gallagher died following a tractor 
accident outside his home on the 20th 
July.  He is survived by his wife Patsy 
and sons Tony & Neil and daughters 
Marie & Anne.

A well known fisherman, Joe 
“Bán” McBride, from Burtonport died 
suddenly on the 21st July while 
attending the wake of Paddy “Anthon 
Frank”.    He had retired recently 
following a long career at sea and had 
fished with Paddy.  

Well known islander Patrick 
“Bootsie” Rodgers (72) died following a 
fall on the shore not far from his home in 
Illion on the 22nd July.  He is survived by 
his brothers John & Charlie and sisters 
Nora & Sarah.

A young man who worked on the 
island constructing the new Enterprise 
Centre in Cloughcorr was killed in a car 
crash on his way home from visiting his 
wife and newborn baby in hospital.  

Conal Hegarty (27) brother of 
Theresa O'Donnell, Polawaddy  was 
drowned in a fishing accident off Achill 
Island, Co. Mayo.

Johnny Duffy (51) originally 
from Inishfree was drowned after falling 
into the water in Burtonport harbour while 
boarding his boat.  Johnny was well 
known to islanders as he provided an 
after hours boat service to the island as 
well as ferrying workers to the fish 
factory in Burtonport.  He is survived by 
a wife and eight children.
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John (1860-1940)
By Hugh Campbell

John was a thin hardy man.  
He walked with a slight limp and 
was partly blind in one eye.  He 
used to joke that when looks 
were given out he was behind 

the door.  But he was an expert spades man, 
adept with scythe or hook.  He would travel 
large tracts of the county carrying his spade 
and hook looking for employment.  He was also 
looking for a wife.  Coming from a big family he 
knew he had no hope of gaining property.  He 
was looking for a home where there would be 
an only daughter.  He scoured the county 
cutting turf, covering potatoes, mowing hay.  
He would eat with the farmers who employed 
him, and sleep in the barns or a shake-down in 
the kitchen.

Martha and her daughter Kitty had a 
nice little mountain farm.  They had two cows 
and a donkey.  They sold milk and eggs and 
Martha had her pension.  But things were tight, 
for they had to employ men to cut the turf, set 
the potatoes and corn and build the hay.  Kitty 
resembled her mother in looks.  If John was 
behind the door when looks were being handed 
out, Martha and Kitty were with him.  His 
appearance was a godsend.  He cut a half-
acre of oats and, with the women forking to 
him, built a stack of hay.  The women danced a 
jig when he asked for Kitty’s hand.

The date was arranged and John went 
home for his few belongings.  They were 
married on a beautiful harvest day.  Martha did 
everything in style, a barrel of porter was 
delivered, caskings of whiskey, tobacco and 
clay pipes.   Neighbours were employed for 
cooking and fiddlers for the dancing. Kitty was 
over the moon, practically unnoticed for thirty-
seven years, and now the centre of attention.  
John was uncomfortable in his tight new suit, 
and the hard collar of his shirt was chaffing his 
neck.  He wasn’t a drinking man and the fumes 
of the whiskey plus the haze of tobacco 
smoke were getting to him.  He was also 
conscious of the roaring of the cattle in the 
byre. 

In the excitement of the wedding 
the animals had been forgotten.  Kitty heard 
them also.  She called to John and they 
proceeded to feed and water the cattle and 
donkey.  The poor beasts had been 
unattended to since the day before and the 
channel at their tails was brimming.  Kitty and 
John, in their finery, had to step carefully 
over with the hay and water.  John, possibly 
light-headed with the mixture of whiskey and 
tobacco, thought this a good time to kiss the 
bride.  This show of affection was lost on 
Kitty, "You’re a Blackguard!" she shouted 
and punched John on the jaw.  He staggered, 
lost his footing, and fell full length into the 
steaming shough.  Splashes of it stained 
Kittys dress and she yelled all the harder as 
she ran for the house.

John hauled himself out of the mire.  
There was a lake half a mile away.  He rinsed 
his clothes thoroughly, bathed himself and 
dried off in the soft heather.  He wrung his 
clothes, got dressed and returned to the 
festivities.  His absence was hardly noticed, 
the roaring fire and the dancing soon dried 
him out and the festivities lasted for two 
days.  Despite its drastic beginnings John 
and Kitty had a long and happy marriage.

News Digest

All-Ireland Champion
• Congratulations to Cathal 

McCauley, son of John & Grace 
McCauley, Aphort who won an 
All-Ireland Boxing title over the 
Summer.

Atrocities in the US
• The thoughts of all islanders are 

with those innocent people who 
lost their lives last week in the 
United States.  RIP.

Francie “Johnny Neddy” 
Gallagher, Aphort died on the 27th June 
2001.  He is survived by his wife Mary 
sons Dennis, John-Paul, Noel, Tony-
Martin & daughter Maureen.  Pat 
Connolly, Aphort died on the 20th 
September aged 72.  Condolences to all 
those touched by their deaths.  They 
will be sorely missed.

Faces from the past...



The Arranmore website is 

undergoing a major overhaul at the moment 

and we hope to include increased coverage 

from Arranmore islanders abroad.  We 

would like to hear from people interested in 

posting the latest news from various 

countries & cities where islanders live.  

Ideally, we would like to see one 

person from each area to update us 

regularly with news.  Interested persons 

from London, Glasgow, Chicago, Beaver 

Island, Dublin, Cork, Sydney, New York 

etc. should send an e-mail to 

newsletter@arainnmhor.com for 

more information.

Leabgarrow Road Junction – 
remove bottleneck at Hugh Campbell’s 
house.

Council Houses – landscaping of 
common areas around the Council Houses 
and arrangements made for ongoing 
maintenance.

Information points – provision of 3 
information points for the island, one on 
Burtonport pier, one on the ferry pier and 
one at Aphort School.

Signage – road and information signs.

Village Renewal – at various locations 
around the island.

Street lighting – status of second 
phase of streetlights?

Gossips Wanted!

Development & Employment Co-Op.

Flagship Project:
Provide new fire engine, fire station & training.  
Provide additional fire hydrants (≥20) around the 
island.

Other Projects
Ferry Pier – 
1) Addition of steps to the new breakwater to 
facilitate casualty evacuation by Arranmore 
Lifeboat.  
2) Cleaning the bottom of the slipway followed by 
extending the slipway out with poured concrete 
by approx. 4M to prevent the ferry catching at 
low tides.  
3) Removal of a large rock about 6M off the old 
ferry wall. 
4) Retrieval of the large boulders outside the 
breakwater which will ensure a clean berth for 
any boats tying alongside.  
5)  The construction of a retaining wall along the 
South side of the slipway to prevent the loose 
rock from being washed onto the slipway and 
damaging  the ferry and/or cars 
disembarking/boarding the ferry.

Road Repairs – 
1) County Road from the main Leabrannagh road 
at John "Winnie" Rodgers house to the ferry pier 
at Leabgarrow.  Work should begin at the West 
end of the island to prevent heavy plant being 
driven on newly resurfaced road.  
2) Ballard Road – repair of the Ballard road from 
the crossroads in Ballintra to John "Sammy" 
Gallaghers house.  
3) Pollawaddy Road – repair of road from main 
Pollawaddy road to Patrick McGowans house. 
4)  Repair of damage caused to sewerage at 
Teresa Byrnes, Upper Leabgarrow.

Chapel Bridge – widen and repair bridge.
 
Lighthouse Steps – repair of the steps and 
the provision of handrails.

Aphort Beach – rock armour at Aphort strand 
to prevent further erosion.

Islands Committee List, 2002

Silver rooftops, silver sea,

Silver moon that’s calling me,

Magic isle to the north-west,

Magic isle that I love best.

Cottage doors are opened wide,

And loving welcomes wait inside,

To dispel the biting frost,

Who could feel alone or lost?

Bright stars above the Rosses’ shore,

Guide faltering steps at night,

And cottage windows here and there,

Send out a guiding light.

To lift the latch and step inside,

And sit down by the hearth.  

A cup of tea, fresh soda bread,

And a glass to give you mirth.

Ghost stories told around the fire,

To chill you and to thrill you,

And Irish legends heard once more

Of heroes strong and true.

Winter can be very dreary,

No joy for some at all.

But warmth and love on wintry nights,

Is here in Donegal.

Frosty Nights
by Kathleen Brady

Births
Congratulations to 

•  Michael & Sharon O’Donnell on the birth 
of their son Evan on the 14th June.

• Thomas & Marina Boyle on the birth of 
their son Peadar in July.

• Sheila Boyle & Ciaran on the birth of their 
son Ryan.

• Martina Boyle & Michael Brady on the 
birth of their son Niall.

Marriages
Congratulations to:

• Marion Boyle and Joe Lyons of Mayo.
• Hannah Costello and Martin Gallagher.
• Seamus “Nellie” Boyle and Caroline.
• Danny Boyle and Leane.
• Bertina Roarty daughter of Mary 

Gallagher , Gortahork.
Engagements
Best wishes to:

• Grainne Bonner, Illion & Aidan O’Shea, 
Mayo who are to be married in March.

• Kevin McCauley & Arabelle McGowan.
• Mary Francis Boyle & ....

Get Well Soon!
• Please pray for our niece, Ann Bonner, 

who had a double lung transplant on May 
14th. Also our cousin Grace O'Donnell 
(Gracie Machi daughter of Joe and 
Rosie) who had a knee replacement June 
4th.  God bless all,  Father Mike & Jack 
Bonner

• John Joe Carey who is in hospital in 
Dungloe.

• Bernard Una Byrne who is in Tallaght 
hospital.

Births, Deaths, Marriages
Comharchumann Oilean Árainn Mhór 
Teo.

Road Repairs -
1) Chapel Bridge to New Graveyard including 
car park and repairs to bridge.
2) Big Bridge to crossroads at Owenie Ann 
Dubhs.
3) Pollawaddy crossroads to ring road at 
Screig a t-Seabhaic.
4) Maggie Condy Kates to Chapel Strand.
5) Sailors to Charlie Mors, Cloughcorr.
6) Complete ring road.
7) County road from Hugh Campbells to 
Ballintra bridge.
8) Village renewal £80,000.
9) Twenty more public lights.
10) All drains along road to be piped if 
necessary.

Marine Works - 
1) Rock armour below Micky Anne's
2) Slipway at Pollawaddy
3) New Pier at Rannagh (capital funding 
project).


